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“In Their Place”
A three month season of work by women playwrights

Iron Shoes in association with Neil McPherson for the Finborough Theatre and the National Theatre Studio presents
The Leverhulme Bursary for Emerging Theatre Directors production


The first professional production in London for 27 years
FEN
by Caryl Churchill. 
Directed by Ria Parry. Designed by James Button. Lighting Design by David W Kidd. Music and Sound by Dave Price.

Cast: Alex Beckett. Katharine Burford. Elicia Daly. Nicola Harrison. Wendy Nottingham. Rosie Thomson.
The first professional production in London for 27 years of Fen by Caryl Churchill, directed by Ria Parry – the second recipient of the Leverhulme Bursary for Emerging Theatre Directors – opens at the Finborough Theatre on Tuesday, 1 March 2011 (Press Night: Thursday, 3 March 2011 at 7.30pm). Fen also opens the Finborough Theatre’s new season, “In Their Place”, a three month season of work by women playwrights.
“You're a symptom of the times... You expect too much...”

Val wants more. Becky wants to be a hairdresser. Angela wants to escape. 
Shirley can't be doing with all the fuss everyone is making.

 

In a world where roles are fixed and choices are few, Fen follows the interweaving lives of different generations of women, and questions our sense of entitlement as to what life should give us. Exploring the relationship between aspiration and expectation, Fen looks at our connection with the work, the people, and the landscapes that hold us together. A community of working women. Grafting, striving, finding their way.

First performed by Joint Stock Theatre Group in 1983 at the University of Essex Theatre and subsequently at the Almeida Theatre, on tour, and at the Public Theater, New York, this is the play’s first professional production in London since the original run.

Fen is presented as part of The Leverhulme Bursary, an exciting new award, partnering the National Theatre Studio with the Finborough Theatre, supporting a six month attachment at the internationally acclaimed National Theatre Studio, and a production at the multi-award-winning Finborough Theatre. 


Caryl Churchill has written for the stage, television and radio. Plays include Owners (1971), Light Shining in Buckinghamshire (1976), Traps (1977), Cloud Nine (1979), Top Girls (1982), Fen (1983), Softcops (1984), A Mouthful of Birds (1986), Serious Money (1987), Ice cream (1989), Mad Forest (1990), Lives of the Great Poisoners (1991), The Skriker (1994), Blue Heart (1997), Far Away (2000), A Number (2002), Drunk Enough to Say I Love You? (2006), a translation of Olivier Choiniere’s Bliss (2008), Seven Jewish Children (2009).
Director Ria Parry is the second recipient of the Leverhulme Directors’ Bursary, becoming Director in Residence at the National Theatre Studio and the Finborough Theatre in 2010. Ria won a Fringe First Award in 2009 for Crush by Paul Charlton. The production was shortlisted for the Carol Tambor New York Award and received two Stage Award nominations. Recent directing includes My Heart in the Balance (British Museum), Crush (Edinburgh Festival and National Tour), Identity Crisis (Lyric Hammersmith), Rewind and King Lear (Young Vic Clare Studio). For Box Clever Theatre, she has directed tours of The Hate Play, The Tempest and The Buzz.  Ria was a Creative Producer at Watford Palace Theatre 2007–2009. She is Co-Artistic Director of Iron Shoes. www.ironshoes.co.uk
Designer James Button studied Theatre Design at Wimbledon School of Art. Theatre includes The Trial, Gulliver’s Travels, Grimm Tales and Milestones (all at Watford Palace Theatre), Octavia Hill, Sick Room, Unstoned, Astronauts Wives Club by Al Smith, Still Killing Time by Barrie Keefe (all at Soho Theatre), Relish by James Graham (Tramshed), Living the Dream (Expo 2010 Shanghai), The Savage (Arcola Theatre), Rewind and King Lear (Young Vic), Us or Them by Tanika Gupta (tour), East to East (East Winter Gardens, London), Whose Shoes? (Lowry, Manchester), Much Ado About Nothing (Hackney Empire), God Save The Teen (Trafalgar Square), The Holyland by Daragh Carville (Lyric Studio, Hammersmith), Age, Sex, Location (Lyric Studio/Popwell Theatre, Berlin), Cabaret Galactica (Warehouse Theatre), Threepenny Opera (Drayton Court Theatre), and touring productions of Aladdin and Cinderella for Comyns Carr Theatre Company. Film includes costume design for Watch Over Me Series 4 directed by Chris Jupe, and Spiralling, a short film directed by Nick Hillel.
Lighting designer David W Kidd’s extensive work has been seen in theatre, opera, ballet, music events and commercial pantomime. Theatre includes The Pillowman (Leicester Curve), Independent Means (Library, Manchester), Nostalgia (Theatre Royal, Plymouth), White Boy (Soho), Milestones (Watford Palace), Paul Merton Live!  and A Tribute to Siegfried and Roy (London Palladium), The President’s Holiday (Hampstead Theatre), The Taming of the Shrew and Dick Barton - Special Agent (Nottingham Playhouse), Lunch With Marlene, From The Hart, Halpern and Johnson  and Resident Alien starring Bette Bourne (New End), The Anniversary (Garrick), The Female Odd Couple (Apollo), Many Roads To Paradise (Jermyn Street Theatre), Relish (Tramshed) and recently Jack and the Beanstalk (Hackney Empire). Many productions at the Nuffield, Southampton include Woody Allen’s Writer’s Block, The House of Bernarda Alba, The Playboy of the Western World, A Streetcar Named Desire, She Stoops To Conquer, Don Quixote and Three Sisters (2002 TMA Award Best Design). Ballet and opera includes Peter and the Wolf (Ballet Flanders, Royal Carré Amsterdam, UK tour, Stadsschouwberg Antwerp and New Victory Theater, New York), Andersen’s Fairy Tales (Bulgarian National Ballet, Opera Sophia) and Die Walküre (De Ny Opera, Denmark). Other New York designs include Unsuspecting Susan and Tabloid Caligula. 

Composer and sound designer Dave Price studied violin and piano, and read music at Durham University before receiving a scholarship to study percussion with Stanislaw Skoczynski at the Chopin Academy in Warsaw for three years. He co-founded the experimental music collective Noszferatu who perform regularly at major UK contemporary music festivals and on BBC Radio 3. Their CD Drempel (NMC) includes his composition Lee’s Game, which was short-listed for a BASCA Composers Award in 2008. Dave has composed music for numerous theatre productions and he is an associate artist of the award winning physical theatre company Gecko. He was composer and performer in their recent show The Overcoat, which toured internationally throughout 2010. Dave works regularly with singer songwriter Gwyneth Herbert and the pop group Aqualung with whom he has recorded several albums and toured extensively. Other recent highlights include Beasts and Beauties at the Hampstead Theatre, recording with Regina Spektor, Finn Peters’ Music of the Mind project and Young, Autistic and Stagestruck (Channel 4 / Lyric Hammersmith).
Alex Beckett’s theatre credits include The Hotel In Amsterdam (Donmar Warehouse), Swallow Song (Oxford Playhouse), Dark Philosophers (Told By an Idiot, National Theatre Wales), Is Everything Ok (Nabokov, National Tour), Blue Heaven (Finborough Theatre). Television includes PhoneShop, The Bill, Emmerdale, Married Single Other; Katharine Burford’s theatre credits include Majora Barbara and Much Ado About Nothing (National Theatre), Charley’s Aunt (Northcott Theatre), Bone Harvest, Days of Plenty, Ferry Cross the Waveney (Eastern Angles), A Place at the Table (Bush Theatre), Cleo Camping, Emmanuelle and Dick (New Vic Theatre), The Circle (Oxford Stage Company), The Recruiting Officer (Chichester Festival Theatre), Books of Blood, Cavalcade, and Clavigo (Citizens Theatre). Television and film include Vexed, Talk to Me, Kingdom, The Bill and Glorious ’39 (Stephen Poliakoff); Elicia Daly’s theatre credits include Fanny and Faggot (Finborough Theatre and Trafalgar Studios), Her Naked Skin (National Theatre), Olly’s Prison (Cock Tavern), Interiors (Vanishing Point, National Tour). Television includes Holby City and EastEnders; Nicola Harrison’s theatre credits include The Glass Menagerie (Royal Lyceum Edinburgh), Ravenhill for Breakfast (Paines Plough), Stoopid Fucken Animals (Traverse Theatre), Blackbird (Theatre Royal Norwich), Apart from George (Finborough Theatre), Tryst and Once Upon a Time (Grid Iron), Angels Among the Trees (Nottingham Playhouse), Snow White (New Victory Theatre, New York), The Last Valentine (Almeida Theatre). Television and film include The Impossible, Micro Men, Medea and Control; Wendy Nottingham’s many film and television credits include Atonement, Notes on a Scandal, Babel, Vera Drake, Topsy Turvy, Secrets and Lies, Short and Curlies, Victoria Wood’s Christmas Special, Getting On, Spooks, Silent Witness, Lewis, Kingdom, Miss Marple, Extras, People Like Us, The Wimbledon Poisoner. Theatre includes Blithe Spirit (Manchester Royal Exchange), The Shaughraun and The Voysey Inheritance (National Theatre), Cloud Nine (Sheffield Crucible), Stopped Fucken Animals (Traverse Theatre), Total Eclipse (Menier Chocolate Factory), Abigail’s Party (Hampstead Theatre), The York Realist (National Tour), The Madness of Esme and Shaz and Ambulance (Royal Court Theatre), It’s A Great Big Shame (Theatre Royal Stratford East), The Way of The World (Lyric Theatre Hammersmith); Rosie Thomson’s theatre credits include Yes Prime Minister (Gielgud Theatre), The Hothouse (National Theatre), I Caught Crabs in Walberswick (Eastern Angles). Television and film include The Bill, EastEnders, Dream Team, A Touch of Frost, Judge John Deed, Family Affairs, Second Sight and Enigma.

Production Company Iron Shoes was formed in 2009 by Ria Parry and John Hoggarth. Their first production Crush won a Fringe First Award. In 2010 Crush completed a national tour, and Iron Shoes worked with Kids Taskforce to create Watch Over Me Series 4, a television education drama written by John Hoggarth, delivered to every secondary school in the country in partnership with the Home Office. Iron Shoes is now an Associate Company of Kids Taskforce, and has recently finished work on a film for the Premiership Academies. In 2011 Iron Shoes is also producing Surfing Tommies by Alan Kent at the Minack Theatre, followed by a national tour in collaboration with BishBashBosh productions.

The Leverhulme Trust was established in 1925 at the wish of William Hesketh Lever, the first Viscount Leverhulme, which makes awards for the support of research and education. The Trust emphasises individuals and encompasses all subject areas. With annual funding of some £40 million, the Trust is amongst the largest all subject providers of research funding in the UK.
PRESS NIGHT: THURSDAY, 3 MARCH 2011 AT 7.30PM

PHOTOCALL: TUESDAY, 1 MARCH 2011 AT 1.00PM-1.30PM

Finborough Theatre, The Finborough, 118 Finborough Road, London SW10 9ED

Box Office 0844 847 1652   Book online at www.finboroughtheatre.co.uk

Tuesday, 1 March – Saturday, 26 March 2011

Tuesday to Saturday Evenings at 7.30pm. Sunday Matinees at 3.00pm. Saturday matinees at 3.00pm (from the second week of the run).

Prices for Weeks One and Two (1-13 March 2011) – Tickets £13, £9 concessions, except Tuesday evenings £9 all seats, and Saturday evenings £13 all seats. Previews (1 and 2 March) £9 all seats.

£5 tickets for Under 30’s for performances from Tuesday to Sunday of the first week when booked online only. 
£10 tickets for residents of the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea on the first Saturday of the run when booked online.

Prices for Weeks Three and Four (15-26 March 2011) – Tickets £15, £11 concessions, except Tuesday evenings £11 all seats, and Saturday evenings £15 all seats. 

Performance length: Approximately 80 minutes with no interval.

For more information, interviews and images, please contact
Neil McPherson on e-mail admin@finboroughtheatre.co.uk or 07977 173135 


Press releases and images are available to download from http://www.finboroughtheatre.co.uk/pressresources.htm
118 Finborough Road, London SW10 9ED Telephone +44 (0)20 7244 7439    Fax +44 (0)20 7835 1853

e-mail admin@finboroughtheatre.co.uk 
   www.finboroughtheatre.co.uk     Artistic Director Neil McPherson

The Finborough Theatre is managed by The Steam Industry. Registered in England and Wales as a company limited by guarantee, no. 3448268. 

Registered Charity no. 1071304. Registered address: 118 Finborough Road, London SW10 9ED. A member of the Independent Theatre Council.
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