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Finborough Theatre January-June 2022 season 
  

The Finborough Theatre’s January-June 2022 season as always features unique rediscoveries with vibrant new writing in 
a programme that you can’t see anywhere else.  
 
The live season opens with the world premiere of an award-winning new play, Bacon by Sophie Swithinbank, plays from 
1-26 March 2022. Directed by Finborough Theatre favourite Matthew Iliffe (Maggie May, The Niceties and Masks and 
Faces), Bacon is an unashamed and unexpectedly humorous look at masculinity, sexuality and power, through a 
smudged and heated teenage lens, set in contemporary London. 
 
The season continues with the long-overdue English premiere of The Straw Chair by award-winning Scottish playwright 
Sue Glover, starring Siobhan Redmond. Inspired by a true story, The Straw Chair is a modern Scottish classic, exploring 
marriage, madness and incarceration against the backdrop of the lost way of life of the Western Isles. The Straw Chair 
plays from 19 April–14 May 2022. 
 
The season continues with the world premiere of a British-Russian co-production, Bliss by multi-award-winning 
playwright Fraser Grace plays from 17 May-11 June 2022. Based on a short story by the brilliant but little-known Russian 
writer Andrey Platonov (1899-1951), Bliss is a colourful and strangely heart-warming tale of how the survivors of the 
Russian Revolution search for their ‘bliss’, and start to comprehend how a society needs time to recover from 
catastrophe. 
 
In addition to our usual season, we are also announcing a string of new initiatives: 
 
NO RENTAL FEES FOR VISITING COMPANIES PLUS+ 
From January 2022, we will be abolishing rental fees for visiting companies. In the pipeline for many years, this initiative 
has finally been made possible by a magnificently generous donation from The Carne Trust.  
From January 2022, no visiting company will be charged a rental fee at the Finborough Theatre and instead we will both 
share a straight 50/50 box office split of the box office takings.  
But, we have also gone further…  
For the vast majority of visiting companies, a 50/50 box office split would actually leave them substantially worse off 
than if they were just paying a straight hire fee, so we have also capped our share of the box office split to ensure every 
visiting company will receive as much income as possible.  
We hope that this change will make the Finborough Theatre even more accessible to emerging theatre practitioners 
from all backgrounds, and we are proud to be sharing the financial risk (although not the rewards!) with our companies.  
 
CLIMATE CHANGE 
We are also happy to announce another initiative which has been in the pipeline for years and we’ve finally made 
happen. We now have our own separate 100% green electricity supply. Whilst there is still work to do before we are 
100% carbon neutral, this is a major step towards that goal. 
 
EQUITY HOUSE AGREEMENT 
We are very happy to announce that we have signed the Equity House Agreement for our own in-house Finborough 
Theatre productions, guaranteeing stronger working conditions for actors, performers and stage management for all 
future Finborough Theatre productions. 
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#FINBOROUGHFRONTIER 
During lockdown, our acclaimed #FinboroughForFree series released monthly free-to-view archive recordings and  
original online content including new plays, rediscoveries, a community festival, and the Finborough Forum, our 
invitation-only group for theatre creatives. Our online work saw us awarded London Pub Theatres’ Award for Pub 
Theatre of the Year 2020, and our web series Late Night Staring At High Res Pixels won London Pub Theatres Standing 
Ovation Award for Best Online Theatre 2021. 
We strongly believe that online work is an exciting new complement to our work, and are anxious to explore this new 
medium, embracing anything that can be presented digitally including film, livestream, audio, and hybrid. We are 
especially keen to develop digital work to increase our international engagement, and also to ensure that our work is 
truly available for everyone, especially those who cannot easily access our auditorium. 
From January 2022, we will be continuing our online work under a brand new name – #FinboroughFrontier, curated by 
Artistic Director Neil McPherson and Playwright-in-Residence Athena Stevens. All our online content will remain – as it 
was throughout lockdown – entirely free to view, and also be available in a subtitled version.  
Our first two #FinboroughFrontier productions will both premiere in January.  

An Earl’s Court Miscellany, devised and directed by Catherine Harvey with Rhyme & Reason, the poetry performance 
group, will feature poetry, prose and music celebrating the vivid history and personalities of our local area, all filmed 
around Earl’s Court. Online Friday, 28 January 2022 at 6:00pm to Friday, 25 February 2022 at midnight. 
 
How To Make A Revolution, the world premiere of a new verbatim documentary play by Israeli playwright Einat 
Weizman with Issa Amro, directed by Tommo Fowler, and filmed in the UK and Hebron. Palestinian human rights 
activist Issa Amro takes to the stage playing himself to share the story of his arrest and trials by both the Israeli military 
courts and the Palestinian Authority. A coruscating look at the truth behind the headlines. Online Monday, 31 January 
2022 at 6.00pm to Monday, 28 February 2022 at 11.00pm. 

Further online productions will be announced very shortly. 
 
STAGED READINGS 
This season, we will be presenting a number of staged readings of new plays which have been in development with us, 
all programmed and curated to the same standards as our productions. This season’s readings will include: 

The world premiere staged reading of the winner of the ETPEP Award 2021, Service by Nina Millns, directed by Justin 
Audibert, on Monday, 25 April 2022 at 7.30pm. Nina will also receive a £6000 prize, development with the Finborough 
Theatre, and publication of her winning text. 
 
The world premiere of Darkie Armo Girl, a new play by British-Armenian writer and performer Karine Bedrossian, 
directed by Anastasia Bunce, on Monday, 9 May 2022 at 7.30pm. 
 
PLAYWRITING COMPETITION 
Following Nina Millns winning the 2021 ETPEP Award, entries are now open for the ETPEP Award 2022. The ETPEP 
Award, now in its fourth consecutive year, is a playwriting prize for new UK playwrights who work in the theatre 
industry, run by the Finborough Theatre in association with the Experienced Theatre Practitioners Early Playwriting 
Trust (ETPEP). For this year’s award, the prize money has been increased to an £8000 top prize, alongside 10 £400 
runner up prizes. The winner will also receive a development relationship with the Finborough Theatre, a staged reading 
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performance of the winning play, and publication by Salamander Street, independent publisher of theatre, performance 
and live art. Entries close on 30 April 2022. 
 
LOCAL HISTORY 
We have cemented further our links with our local community through our local history blog and regular monthly 
magazine columns on the rich, vibrant and diverse history of Earl’s Court and the local area. 
www.earlscourtlocalhistory.co.uk 
 
COVID SAFE 
As an intimate theatre venue, we are taking every possible precaution to ensure the safety of performers, staff, and 
audience members during the current pandemic. We are asking audience members to provide a Covid pass proof of 
double vaccination or a negative test within the last 48 hours or evidence of infection in the past 180 days on arrival at 
the theatre, in addition to wearing a face covering throughout their visit including during the performance. We have 
reduced our audience capacity to 80% and temporarily increased our ticket prices to reflect this. We have been 
reviewing these protocols every month and will lift them as soon as it is safe to do so. For full information, please see 
our website. 
 
For more information, please visit www.finboroughtheatre.co.uk or follow us on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and 
Instagram. 
 
– Artistic Director Neil McPherson, and General Manager Matilda Russell. 
 
January – June 2022 | Press Nights and Photocalls 
 
Tuesday, 1 March – Saturday, 26 March 2022 
The world premiere  
BACON 
by Sophie Swithinbank. Directed by Matthew Iliffe. 
Press Nights: Thursday, 3 March and Friday, 4 March 2022 at 7.30pm  
Photocall: Tuesday, 1 March 2022 at 1.00-1.30pm 
 
Tuesday, 19 April – Saturday, 14 May 2022 
The English premiere 
THE STRAW CHAIR 
by Sue Glover. Directed by Polly Creed. 
Press Nights:  Thursday, 21 April and Friday, 22 April 2022 at 7.30pm 
Photocall: Tuesday, 19 April 2022 at 1.00pm-1.30pm 
 
Tuesday, 17 May – Saturday, 11 June 2022 
The world premiere  
BLISS 
by Fraser Grace. Directed by Paul Bourne. 
Press Nights:  Thursday, 19 May and Friday, 20 May 2022 at 7.30pm 
Photocall: Tuesday, 17 May 2022 at 1.00pm–1.30pm 
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Performance Times and Prices 
Tuesday to Saturday evenings at 7.30pm.  
Saturday and Sunday matinees at 3.00pm. 
 
Finborough Theatre, 118 Finborough Road, London SW10 9ED 
Book online at www.finboroughtheatre.co.uk 
Box Office 020 7244 7439 
No booking fees 
Prices for Weeks One and Two – Tickets £23, £20 concessions, except Tuesday evenings £20 all seats, and Friday and 
Saturday evenings £23 all seats.  
Previews £14 all seats. 
£10 tickets for Under 30s for performances from Tuesday to Sunday of the first week when booked online only.  
£14 tickets for residents of the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea on the first Saturday evening, when booked 
online only. 
Prices for Weeks Three and Four – Tickets £25, £23 concessions, except Tuesday evenings £23 all seats, and Friday and 
Saturday evenings £25 all seats. 
Group Bookings for all performances - 1 free tickets in every 10 purchased. 
 
For more information, interviews and images, please contact 
Matilda Russell on e-mail press@finboroughtheatre.co.uk or 07384 379624 
Download press releases and images at www.finboroughtheatre.co.uk/press-resources.php 
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